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“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eter- 
nai life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”—Romans 6:23. 


I read you tonight the twenty- 
third verse of the sixth chapter 
of Romans, “For the wages of sin 
ia death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” I shall preach to you 
tonight, as the Holy Spirit gives 
me utterance, on “Sin and the 
Way Out.” May we pray: 

Our heavenly Father, we pray 
that Thou wilt disabuse our minds 
of every preconceived notion on 
this subject that is not wholly and 
entirely in accordance with Thy 
holy Word. Lord, if we make a 
mistake on any other subject, we 
might be able to get away with it. 
There might not be too much sor- 
row, too much tragedy, too much 
trouble, come to us. But if we 
make a mistake in this matter, x 
involves our souls throughout an 
endless eternity, perhaps in the 
torments of the abyss. We pray 
that Thou wilt so speak to this 
Thy servant that when this service 
has come to its too-quick end, 
every man, woman, and child, in 
this presence may understand the 


warning of elation of 
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dost offer so freely, which cost 
Thee so much, and yet which 
Thou dost bestow so grattuitously 
upon the children of men. Grant 
that before we close our eyes in 
sleep this night, we may all so 
relate ourselves to Thee that the 
left-hand side of this’ terrible 
statement might be blotted out in 
the blood of Jesus, that we may 
know that we have of a surety 
the gift of God, even eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
We promise Thee that now and 
forever we shall give Thee the 
praise and thanksgiving for these 
mercies. In Jesus’ dear name and 
for His holy sake, Amen. 


Sin Brings Death 

That sin is death has been 
proved so many times it is almost 
a waste of a preacher's time to 
call a congregation’s attention to 
it. It was death when Adam and 
Eve were driven out of the Garden 
of Eden, when the seeds of mor- 
tality were planted in their bodies 
go they began to die the moment 
they crossed the threshold of 
wonderful paradise. 

HK was death when the flood 
waters of Noah’s time swept 
aeross the earth and in one terri- 
ble, catacylsmic eruption of God's 
visitation, wiped every living, 
breathing being and thing from 


the face of the earth, with the ex- 
ception of the few who were in 
the ark. 

It was death when fire rained 
down from Heaven to destroy the 
cities of Sodom and Gomarrah 
whose sins came up as a stench 
ir, the nostrils of God. 

It was death when the death 
angel visited the luckless land of 
Egypt after Paharoah had har- 
dened his heart against the ap- 
peals of Moses, when in one fell 
night, one fearful night, every 
Gentile Egyptian home in all that 


accursed land was raising its 
shriek of agony to God. Surely 
this was a demonstration for the 


ages that the wages of sin is 
death. 

It was death when Elijah gath- 

ered the prophets together and, 
after the demonstration by fire 
on Mount Carmel, caused them to 
be taken down to the brook Kish- 
on, where every one of them was 
slain because of his sins, and the 
sins into which they had led the 
nation. 
_ It was death, * was death, even 
in modern times, when the Serbian 
student, Princip, slew the Arch- 
duke and Archduchess of Austria, 
baptizing Europe in that welter 
of bloed that has even now not 
yet had time to dry out. 

It was death when Daladier and 
Chamberlain met Hitler in Munich, 
there definitely, deliberately, sin- 
fully selling Czechoslovakia down 
the river in order to gain a little 
longer peace. Our boys out yon- 
der on the flaming fields of North 


Sin, and the Way Out 


prensa of Europe, dying by the 


tens of thousands, staining the 
sands of that fearful continent 
with the choicest blood of our na- 
tion, are an amen and an amen 
to Paul’s contention that the 
wages of sin f& death. 


I, What Is Sin? 

Why is it that way? Why is it 
that sin is such a terrible enemy, 
such a dreadful foe, requiring such 
a fearful punishment? Perhaps 
we can understand it better if we 
analyze this verge of Scripture. 
Take an outline. 

First, think about the character 
of sin. What is sin, ‘anyway? 

Second, go along into the course 
of sin. 

Third, thank God the Holy 
Spirit, through the Apostle Paul, 
offers to us the cure for sin. 

The Bible has many things to 
say about sin. There are 120 and 
more different words in the He- 
brew and in the Greek to describe 
the three English words, sin, 
transgression, and iniquity. Think 
of it! God uses 120 and more 
different words in the one Bible to 
delineate what we call sin. God 
is so anxious for us to know its 
terrible hold, its terrors, its hor- 
rible awfulness, that He, if you 
will permit the expression and I 
speak it reverently, exhausts even 
His wonderful knowledge, His tre- 
mendous understanding, His trans- 
cendent expressibility, to fence in, 
to paint to us, to describe for us, 
to photograph before our eyes, the 
outcome of our transgression. But, 
what is sin? The Bible says that 
“whatsoever is not of faith is 
sin’; and again, “The thought of 
foolishness is sin’’; and still again, 
“To him that knoweth to do good, 
and- doeth it not, to him it is sin”; 

(Continued on Page 3) 


SINFUL prayine 


By EVANGELIST ROLFE BARNARD 
“When he shall be judged, let him be condemned: and 


let his prayer become sin” (Psa. 109:7). 


Anyone who longs 


for revival and gives himself to soul-winning must agree that 


we face two problems in the matter of prayer. 


Let it be un- 


derstood that prayer is not a religious exercise or a form of 
woship; prayer is not praise; prayer is asking our heavenly 


Father for our desires and our needs. 


The first problem we 


face therefore, is the tragic fact that many of us do not pray 
enough. Perhaps we have long since decided that it does 
no good to pray. Someone has aptly said that ‘prayer is a 
lost art in our day.’ Miss Faithful Prayer Meeting has been 


crowded out by a thousand and one other things. 
far too little prayer in our churches and in our homes. 


have not because we ask not’ is the word of James 4:2. 


When we consider that prayer 
is at once the greatest privilege 
and challenge of and to a redeem- 
ed child of God, our lack of real, 
effectual, fervent, prevailing 
prayer is tragic indeed. We can 
say, ‘Our Father which are in 
heaven, what a privilege! God is 
the Father of the believing, re- 
deemed sinner. And the challenge 
is that He wants to grant our 
petitions. But in this message we 
are concerned pith the second 
problem, namely, that most of the 
praying we do is sinful. 
statement seems almost blasphem- 
ous and will startle many. To 
suggest that ‘prayer may te sin- 
ful or that we sin when we pray 
seems unbelievable; but I invite 
your earnest consideration to the 
following lines and my invitation 
is urgently given because of the 
need of the hour for prayer that 
ca, be heard and answered. 

God Answers Every Prayer He 
Hears 


Psalm 65:2 says, “O thou that 
hearest prayer, unto thee shall all 
flesh come.” God is a God who 


The Kind of Preaching We Need 


1. The Gospel of Salvation by the Blood 
2. Preaching of the Word, the Bible 
3. Preaching Against Particular Sins 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


We are told in the Bible that 


“It pleased God by the foolishness 
of preaching to save them that 
believe” (I Cor. 1:21). Soe God 
cannot get along without preach- 
ing, if He is to get men saved. 
All the Sunday School organiza- 
tion, all the educational and social 
work the church can do, cannot 
substitute for God’s plan. “It 
pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that be- 
liéve.” Lost men cannot get along 
without preaching, because they 
cannot be saved without the 
preaching of the Word. It is 
true that an individual may 
preach to an individual. A Sun- 
day School teacher may preach 
to her pupil. A father or mother 
may preach to a child, But the 
Bible plan is that there shall be 
preaching of a God-appointed and 
God-anointed man before congre- 
gations. That is the example and 
precept of the Bible, both in the 
Old and in the New Testaments. 


Preaching, then, is of surpas- 
sing importance in God’s plan of 
saving men. Nothing can take 
the place of preaching. Hence, we 
need a revival of great preaching. 
Christianity flourishes when 
preaching flourishes. When men 
stand in pulpits and give book 


reviews or moral essays instead 
of preaching, in the. Bible’ sense, 
then Christianity languishes. 
When men, timid men, give little 
sermonettes instead of bold and 
powerful and commanding  dis- 
courses, Christianity is on the 
wane, 


Since preaching is of such mo- 
mentous importance in God's 
plan, # is worth while to study 
earnestly what kind of preaching 
we need. And we can find the 
kind of preaching we need by 
turning to the Bible and consider- 
ing the precepts and the examples 
given by the Word of God for 
preaching. What does the Bible 
say men ought to preach? And 
how did the Bible preachers 
preach? The answer to _ these 
questions is sorely needed today. 
Let us turn to the Bible, then, 
and see the kind of preaching 
needed, 


I. We Need Preaching of the 
Gospel of Salvation by the 
Blood of Christ 

Here is the first and strongest 
of all requirements concerning 
preaching. Every preacher is to 
preach the gospel, for it is the 
gospel alone that saves. In Ro- 
mans 1:16 Paul tells us, by Di- 
vine inspiration, “For I am not 


ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth; to the Jew first, and 
also to the Greek.” 

And what is the gospel? In 
I Corinthians 15:1-4 Paul tells 


us the gospel he preached and by4 


which his converts were saved. 
“Moreover, brethren, I declare un- 
to you the gospel which 1 
preached unto you, which also ye 
have received, and wherein ye 
stand; By which also ye _ are 
saved, if ye keep in memory what 
I preached unto you, unless ye 
have believed in vain. For I de- 
livered unto you first of all that 
which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according 
to the scriptures; And that Ne 
was buried, and that he rose again 
the’ third day according to the 
scriptures.” 

Christ died for our sins accord- 
ing to the Scriptures and was 
buried and rose again the third 
day according to the Scriptures. 
That is the gospel. That is the 
gospel Paul received, the gospel 
he preached, the gospel by which 
his converts were ‘saved. It is the 
same gospel that every preacher 
everywhere should preach today. 
No preaching is Christian preach- 
ing that does not preach salva- 
tion by the atoning death of 
Christ. 

A horrible curse is pronounced 
on any who preach any other 
gospel than that of salvation by 

(Continued on Page 8) 


Such a-° 


There is 
‘We 
hears prayer. Sometimes, it is 


true, that the answer is delayed 
by Satan’s power as in Daniel's 
case, but always God answers in 
His own good time every prayer 
He hears. He is not dead; He is 
not an idol; He hears and an- 
swers prayer. How utterly im- 
portant then it is that our pray- 
ers be the kind that a prayer-hear- 


_ 


Rev. Rolfe Barnard 


ing and prayer-answering God can 
hear, for if He hears, He answers. 
Our great need, therefore, is to 
be on what the old timers used te 
call— 
Praying Ground 
In James 5:16 we are told that 
(Continued on Page 5) 
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PERSONAL SOUL WINNING, 
Dr. Wm. Evans. 192 pages, cloth, 
$1.25. 

VEST POCKET COMPANION 
FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS, 
Dr. R. A. Torrey. 118 pages, 25c. 

PERSONAL WORK, Dr. R. A. 
Torrey. 186 pages, $1.25. 

PREACHERS’ HELPS 

SPURGEON’S LECTURES TO 
HIS STUDENTS, Dr. David Otis 
Fuller, 422 pages, cloth, $3.50. 

HOW TO HAVE A REVIVAL, 
by America’s Outstanding Evan- 
gelists. Compiled and edited by 
Dr. Robert J. Wells and Dr. John 
R. Rice. 400 pages, cloth, $3.00. 

HOUR OF POWER, Rev. John 
Huss. 98 pages, cloth, $1.25. 

SERMON OUTLINES AND IL- 
LUSTRATIONS, Evang. Hyman 
J. Appelman. 129 pages, cloth, 
$1.25. 

THINGS I HAVE LEARNED, 
Dr. Bob Jones, 224 pages, cloth, 
$1.50. 

BIOGRAPHY 

A VERY PRESENT HELP, Lt. 
General Sir William Dobbie. 94 
pages, cloth, $1.25. 

Cc. T. STUDD, Mr. Norman 
Grubb. 238 pages, cloth, $2.50. 

GOD RUNS MY BUSINESS, 
Story of LeTourneau, by Lorimer. 
192 pages, cloth, $1.25. 

PACIFIC GARDEN MISSION, 
Rev. Carl Henry. 145 pages, cloth, 
$1.50. 

CHARLES G. FINNEY, auto 
biography. 477 pages, cloth, $2.00. 

GEORGE MULLER OF BRIS- 
TOL, Dr. Arthur T. Pierson. 462 
pages, cloth, $2.00. 

DAVID BRAINERD, Dr. Os- 
wald J. Smith. paper, 75c; cloth, 
$1.25. 

HUDSON TAYLOR’S SPIRIP- 
UAL SECRET, Dr. and Mrs. How- 
ard Taylor. 178 pages, paper, 5065 
cloth, $1.00. 

JOHN AND BETTY STAM, 
Mrs. Howard Taylor. 129 pages, 
cloth, $1.00. : 

BORDEN OF YALE, Mrs. How 
ard Taylor. 285 pages, cloth, $1.00, 

GOFORTH OF CHINA, Mrs.- 
Jonathan Goforth. 364 pages, 
cloth, $3.00. 

ORDAINED OF THE LORD, 
(biography of Dr. H. A. Ironside), 
E. Schuyler English. 264 pages, 
cloth, $3.00. 

THE LEATHERNECKS COME 
THROUGH, Chaplain W. Wyeth 
Willard. 224 pages, cloth, $2.50. 

THESE LIVE ON, Mr. Clyde H, 
Dennis. 204 pages, cloth, $2.00. 

OLD FASHIONED REVIVAL 
HOUR, Dr. Elwin Wright. 251 
pages, cloth, $1.25. 

BREAKFAST TABLE AUTO- 
CRAT (the life story of Henry 
Parsons Crowell). 311 pages, cloth, 
$3.00. 

CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

EGERMEIR’S BIBLE STORY 
BOOK, Elsie E. Egermeier, 608 
pages, cloth, $2.50. 

A series for Boys and Girls, by 
Mr. Paul Hutchins: 72-95 pages 
each, price per book, 75e, They 
are: 

THE SUGAR CREEK GANG. 
WE KILLED A BEAR, 
FURTHER ADVENTURS OF 
THE SUGAR CREEK GANG. 

THE SUGAK CREEK GANG 
GOES CAMPING. 

THE SUGAR CREEK GANG IN 
CHICAGO. 

THE SUGAR CREEK GANG EN 
SOHOOL. . 

MYSTERY AT SUGAR OCREER, 

THE SUGAR CREEK GANG 
FLIES TO CUBA. 

ONE STORMY DAY A® S& 
GAR CREEK. : 

* ¢ ® 

WINKY LOST IN THE ROO- 

KIES, Mr. Ken Anderson. 66 pages, 


Mr. Ken Anderson, 6% pages, 
cloth, 75¢c. 
MISCELLANEOUS | 


LETS, by Dr. John R. Rice. 
ERN ORISES, Dr. Harry Reameh 
136 pages, eloth, $1.50. 

ANY OF THE MOODY COs) 
PORTAGE LIBRARY: about 126 
pages each, paper bound, price, 


120c each. 


geese se iy 


214 W. 


Leet. Swi e 
. 


JRA oo 18% bas 
A LS I mete 


Friday, August 23, 1046 


ae: ye oe isa PNB cto ae 
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Sin, and the Way Out 


@Continued from Page 1) 


and further, “Whosoever commit- 
teth sin trangresseth also the law: 
for sin is the transgression of the 
law.” 

What is sin on State Street in 
Chicago? What is sin in our 
hearts and lives? Why is it so 
terrible ? 


1. Sian Is an Incurable Disease 
First, sin is an incurable dis- 


doctor. Saluting him, I received 
his salute back and he spoke to 
me. “What do you want, Ser- 
geant ?” 

“Captain,” I said, “if you don’t 
mind telling me, who were you all 
talking about, this man that you 
are going to let die?” 

“That fellow in the first bed to 
the left.” 

“You mean Kostigan?” 

“Is that his name?” 

“Yes, sir. Are you not going 


knew the warden and the warden 


knew him. We were given over 


into the hands of a number of 
turnkeys, each one of them hav- 


ing a key to one or two doors, We 
started up the steps, climbing, 
climbing, climbing, walking, walk- 
ing, Walking, far into the very 
heart of the terrible prison build- 
ings. We came to the Death Row. 
What a dismal place it was! What 
a heaviness settled down on my 
heart! There were three or four 
men in those death cells. We 
walked into the boy’s room when 


puff or two, taking it out again, 
looking at his partner, he sadi, “Ira 
we have left a dead man.” Now, the 
boy was not dead; but he was 
dead. - That was Tuesday. Friday 
morning of the same week they 
took him out of his cell, led him 
into the execution chamber, put 
the mask on his head, put the 
noose around his neck, sprang the 
trap, and his soul went out to 
face God, perhaps to sink into 
Hell for all I know. 


If you are not a Chirstian here 
tonight—and for that matter, 
every man, woman, child, to the 


a, | 


birth, by the power, by the pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit in your 
life. 

You are not only in bondage to 
your appetite but you are in bond- 
age to the law. It is written, 
“For as many as are of the works 
of the law are under the curse: 
for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all 
things which are written in the 
book of the law to do them.” You 
turn to me to say, “Preacher, 
wait a minute. If the Bible says, 
‘Cursed is every one that contin- 
ueth not in all things which are 


ease. It is a totally incurable seal aee SE aS tes the turnkey had unlocked the door,! ..4, of the earth. who is not a| WTitten in the book of the law to 
disease. It is the fever of the P y ; | and the turnkey locked the door istian— do them,’ that that i 

. “We have operated on him fifty- : 7 Laven *-FOR. OFe BOs. going to : weg rnasttyg Wye 
mind. It is the tuberculosis of = ; y-| after us. Standing to his feet,| 4j.. you are dead already. You| Preacher, do not keep the whole 
the heart. It is the cancer of the | 9¢vem times. We have tried every-| the boy greeted us. My boss said,| 1.” -°+ going to be sentenced to | !@W, you are going to Hell.” 
soul. It is a universal disease. It| ‘ins we know how to do. He is/ “Harry, I’m sorry . I've got bad 


makes absolutely no difference to 
sin, to Satan,—white man, black 
man, brown man, copper-colored 
man, Jew man, Gentile man, edu- 
eated, ignorant, civilized, barbar- 
ian,—sin is as universal as the 
human race. 

K is inescapable. In the flesh, 
so long as you are upon the 
earth, there is no spot under God's 
shining heaven where you can 
avoid or escape sin or Satan. You 


dying anyway. We might just as 
well let him go quickly.” 

My detachment commander 
walked on. Leaning up against the 
wall for some time, I could not calm 
down. After awhile, getting con- 
trol of myself, I walked into the 
ward to Bill’s bed, stayed with him 
for a little while, then started 
away on my duties. Coming to 
the end of the ward, standing on 
my tip-toes looking out over the 


news for you. The governor said, 
‘Nothing doing.’” Harry sat down 
heavily on the edge of his steel 
bed, bowed his head in his hands, 
and let the tears flow freely. 
After some minutes he sstilled 
himself, wiped away the tears, 
looked up at us, saying, “Well, a 
guy has got to dine sometime,” and 
forced a smile. In a little while 
it was time for us to go. We 
shook hands al] around. My boss, 


die; you have been sentenced al- 
ready. You are already sentenced 
te die. You are already in the 
death chamber. You are already 
starting on that trek, the black 
mask is already about your head, 
the Noose is already about your 
neck, the trap is about to be 
sprung. There is just one thing 
that has kept the trap intact, the 
noose from destroying your body 
and soul: the mercy of God, the 


Ah, wait a minute! I am not 
under the law. I am under grace. 
I have accepted Christ Jesus as 
my personal Saviour. Christ 
Jesus has fulfilled the law for me, 
I am living under and in His 
imputed righteousness. But you, 
you are not a Christian. If you are 
not a child of God, if you have 
not accepted Christ as your per- 
sonal Saviour, hear me, my friend; 
you are in bondage to obey every 


. | beds, Bill Kostigan was facing| his partner, and I walked out of intercession of Christ, the plead-/| jot and title of the law. You have 
rn aca Recep ye tae ~ me. He smiled. I forced a smile | that awful cell after the turnkey yg Ag the Holy Spirit, the grace|to do it if you are not under 
and Satan, like the an oO ©] back. I had to turn awa uick- | h : of the blessed Trinity. race. You know.—or do ou 
Sea is the fairy story of Sinbad By ad unlocked the door, walked d 2 


the Sailor, are constantly trying 
to destroy our life. Sin is fur- 
ther, absolutely, unqualifiedly, uni- 


ly because the quick tears came. 
As I walked out of that ward 
there was a little sad song in my 
heart, “There is a dead man.” 


down the steel corridor plank and 
came to the next door. They do 
not give all the keys to every door 


3. Sin Is an Unpayable Debt 
Sin is not only an incurable dis- 
ease, not only an unpardonable 


know ?—-there are two ways to be 
saved, Not one, but two ways. Did 
anybody ever tell you that? If 


; to one man for fear of ; : aa a they did not, they did not treat 
versally, inescapably mortal. It| Now, he was not dead. He was escape. The bates deal thee enc Fg " somtiaa eee you right. Did your pastor ever 
kills. Leave Jesus ‘out of the still alive. But he was dead.|gate. From the bottom of the slavery Tt tt a ae e to ap-| ell you that? Did the other 
story and there isn’t anything There was no hope for him. Be- stairs a man called up, “Coming | petite tt is a baadinite to tact evangelists who came here ever 
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the disease of simr-- There is only | seant McCaffrey and I put the| minutes. My boss, reaching his on re 


one medicine, only one medicament, 
only one-chemical regeant, only 
one physic, only one plaster known 
even to God that can possibly hope 
to affect, to heal the disease of 
sin. 

I was a soldier in the United 
States Army. For three years I 
was stationed in the Walter Reed 
Hospital, Washington, D. C., from 
1925 to 1928. Part of my duties 
a good portion of the time was to 
make a tour of the wards twice 
each day. The Red Cross man in 
the hospital and I became close 
friends. Because I had to make 
the tour anyway, sometimes I 
would take his basket from him, 
to distribute the chocolate, the 
reading material, the chewing 
gum, the cigarettes, to the sol- 
diers in the wards. In one of the 
surgical wards there was a young 
marine from Louisville, Kentucky, 
so badly wounded in the last war 
that he could not be put to bed. 
They had made him a stretcher 
hammock so that 
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the straps, the rubber, the cotton 
padding. He could not use his 
hands. He could not use his feet. 
He could use his head. He could 
think. He could see. He could 
hear. He could talk. 

Day after day I would walk past, 
into his ward and stop there. You 
will understand, I am _ sure, al- 
though, perhaps it is not the nicest 
thing to talk about in the pulpit, as 
I stopped byhis bed, talking to him, 
I'd say, 
cigarette?” Generally he would 
say yes. I would take a cigarette, 
light it for him, get it going, and 
put it in his mouth . That was the 


“Bill, would you like a 


uniform on his dead body, helped 
the undertaker put him in his cof- 
fin, draped that coffin with an 
American flag, put it in a baggage 
car in the depot in Washington 
and sent him to Louisville to be 
buried. 

Every man, every woman, every 
child here’ in Rosland, in al of 
Chicago, in America. in the 
world.—every one of you in this 
congregation who is not a Chris- 
tian is dead of an incurable dis- 
ease. It is only the mercy of God 
that has kept you from death and 
Hell a long time ago. Only the 
blood of Jesus Christ can possibly 
heal you. > 


2. Sin Is an Unpardonable 
Crime 

Sin is, second, an unpardonable 
crime. There is no forgiveness for 
sin without the atoning blood of 
the Son of God._ There is no for- 
giveness for _ sin. You say, 
“Preacher, you are not preaching 
the gospel now. There is forgive- 


Him out of the story, leave Him 
yut of the picture, turn your back 
m the Son of God, and there is 
absolutely no forgiveness for sin. 
It is an unpardonable crime. It is 
a crime against God, the Lord of 
lords, the King of kings, the Mas- 
ter of our eternal fate. 

I practiced law right here in 
Chicago. Most of you know that. 
I was law clerk for a firm of law- 
yers. As far as I know they may 
still be practicing law here. One 
day the elder of the two men, 
the senior partner, who used to be 
a judge on the bench here in 


oa 


hand into his vest pocket, pulled 
out a cigar. I shall never forget 
it. Those things efch themselves 
on’ your mind. Biting the end of 
the cigar off savagely, he spat 
that part of it out of his mouth, 
turning it around, sticking it into 
his mouth, lighting it, taking a 


to the hold, the habit, of sin it- 
self. Do not risk Satan. Y¥eu 
cannot quit him or sin when you 
want to. You give up one sin, 
and a half-dozen others will come 
in. You are in bondage to the 
flesh. It has to be overcome, and 
it can only be overcome by the 


impact, the inspiration of the new 


ever tell you there are two ways 
to be saved, not one, but two 
ways? I am not inventing. I am 
not lying. I am not exaggerating. 
There are two ways to be saved. 
One of them is by keeping the 
law, without spot, without stain, 
perfectly, from the minute you 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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DISTINGUISHED COMMENTS: 


“Here is evangelistic preaching 
with all the fine passion, humor 
and drama of Dwight Moody. A 
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sliding. Twelve sermons that bless 
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every Christian.’—DR. V. R. ED- 
MAN, President Wheaton College 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


*“ ...-your best work so far... 
sound doctrine and keen applica- 
tion . . . apostolic boldness with 
rare tenderness.”—REV. J. C. 
MACAULAY, Pastor Wheaton Bi- 
ble Church, Wheaton, Llinois. 

“I do not know when I have 


read a book with more interest.”— 
DR. W. W. MELTON, General 


Chicago, in the Municipal Court, 
coming into my little cubbyhole 
of an office, said, “Hyman, we 
are going to see Harry. Would 
you like to go with us?” 

I am not going to tell you the 
criminal’s last name. “His people 
are still here in Chicago, rather 1. The Ruin of a Christian 
prominent. The young man was . Lukewarmness—The Sia 
in Joliet, sentenced to die because That Mekes God Vomit 


only way I could do it. He could 
not hold it in his hands. I'd stand 
there and wait until he finished. 
I would take it out of his mouth, 
throw it away, grind it under my 
heel, throw it in the waste basket, 
or out of the window if it was 
summertime. 

It went on that way for more 
than three years. One day, walk- 


CHAPTER TITLES 
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Those Who Do Not Win 
Souls 


Sin of 


8. “Speak Not Evil One of 


started swinging into his corridor | UP. His people had appealed the 4. The Curse of Hidden 9. Judge Not! vention of Texas. | 
and almost bumped into a bunch | case to the appellate Court, after Sins 10. “Be Ye Not Unequally * that kind of preaching and 


of officers. I stood there waiting | that to the Supreme Court, after 5. The Sin of Lying Yoked Together with indoctrination must come or else 


for them to finish so I could go| that to the governor. The appel-|{ 6. cBreak Up Nour wallow 11 Washing Dirty Feet We ee us”*_DE. BOB SHULER, 
lat d the Supreme courts had round, an ow o , wie ’ 
on. You cannot say, when you pind te a ee Shs: pore Among Thorns” 12. A New Start Editor Methodist Challenge, Pas 


are an enlisted man, to, a group of 
officers, “Excuse me, get out of 
my way, I want to go past.” You 
do not do things like that in the 


tor Trinity Methodist 
Los Angeles, .California. 

“T want to commend these ser- 
mons most highly and without any 
reservation whatsoever.” — DR. 


Church, 
ernor had said, “Nothing doing.” 


My boss asked me if I wanted to 
go to Joliet with the partners to 


Tremendously popular. 20,000 copies printed in eleven 
months. These sermons are selected from ten years of writ- 
ing. They have been preached all over America, reviving 


army. 

I could not help but hear them 
talk. They were not trying to 
hide anything, talking aloud. One 


to convict you of sin and transform your life into what graph.” — A SAILOR IN THE 
of them said, “I think we had bet-| and, thank God, I have not been |] Goq wants you to be. SOUTH PACIFIC. 
ter stop tormenting the man. We/|to Joliet since. I hope I never go 
have used him for a guinea pig] there except to hold a revival or ; | | “aie $1 50 
long enough. We had: better let | something of that nature. TI hope 178 large pages. Beautifully cloth bound. Mlustrated Jac . 


him die. He has suffered enough.” 
The rest of them seemed to agree. 
After awhile they parted and I 
stepped out in front of my detach- 
ment eommander, a captain, 4 
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gee the boy. He had to take the 
news to him that he was going to 
die. I said, of course, “Yes.” I 
had never been to Joliet before, 


to God none of you ever go there, 
either. 

We went out there and asked 
the warden for permission to see 
the prisoner. My  lawyer-boss 
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burn—and challenge mightily” as the Christian Herald says. 
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(Continued from Page 3) 


come out of your mother’s womb, 
until the second you die. Try to do 
it. The second way is to come 
under the shed blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. That is my way. My 
advice to you is that you take 
that way also. 


You are not only a slave to 
your appetite; you are not only 
a slave to the law; but you are 
further a slave to the very right- 
eousness of God. Here is what 
I mean. If there is a God; if He 
is a holy God; if He is a moral 
God: if He is a righteous God; 
if He is the Governor of the uni- 
verse, He has to punish sin. He 
has to do it or else abdicate His 
throne. Chicago is perhaps one 
of the crookedest cities of the na- 
tion." So is New York; so is 
Philadelphia; so is Los Angeles; 
so is my own Forth Worth, What 
makes them crooked? The law 
is not enforced, If God did not 
enforce the law, He would be just 
as crooked as some of the poli- 
ticians you have here and we have 
down my way. 

I repeat, therefore, sin is a 
disease. Sin is a crime. Sin is a 
killing bondage that you cannot 
avoid, from whch you cannot 
escape, under which you must 
just walk to the jumping-off 
place of torment and gamnation. 


Ii. The Course of Sin 

But, let us go on. What about 
the course of sin? Any way you 
study it, any way you analyze it, 
whether it is sin in America, in 
Europe or anywhere else, sin does 
three things, nay four things. The 
first thing that sin does is, it 
deceives. It deceives as to its 
presence. It deceives as to its 
power. It deceives as to its pen- 
alty. Why, if people would only 
realize it, if the people of Chi- 
cago would only realize that they 
are sinners, that they are lost, 
that they are damned, that they 


~—are-doomed, you would not have 


to plead with them to come to 
church. You would not have to 
plead with them to come _ to 
Christ. They would flee from the 
wrath to come, to the overtures 
of God’s mercy. But the devil is 
clever. He knows how to hood- 
wink his devotees. Have you ever 
stopped to think why a show or a 
dance hall has to have an at- 
tractive building, an air-condi- 
tioned auditorium, a _ perfumed 
atmosphere, soft seats, while the 
average church is just a big, 
with hard, 
uncomfortable seats? Did you 
ever stop to analyze why it is 
that way? Well, I think I know 
one reason. You see the devil 
has to be painted up. The devil 
has to be decorated. If you could 
pee the devil as he actually is, 
Satin would not stand the chance 


’ Of a snowball in his own paradise. 


The Lord Jesus Christ, on the 
other hand, does not need any 
decoration. It is a well-known 
fact, authenticated by long history, 
that when a church or denomina- 
tion goes in for great architecture, 
for tremendous buildings, it is 
because the church or the de- 
nomination has lost its magnetic 
Holy Ghost power. The greatest 
revivals America or. the . world 
has ever seen have been in tab- 
ernacies or in tents, even in the 
wide open spaces. The best thing 
to do with the Lord Jesus Christ 
is to take away every decoration, 
to remove every ornament, to 
paint Him, to point to Him 
stretched out on the awful, bitter 
blood-stained cross of. Calvary. 
There is something about Him, 
with all of the ugliness, with all 
the bitterness, with all the hate- 
fulness of the fearful cursed tree, 
that draws the hearts of men to 
Himself. 


Sin deceives. It deceives 
as to its presence. People 
refuse to admit that they 
are sinners. It deceives as to its 
power. People fail to see that 
Satan has hog-tied them, H de- 
ceives as to its penalty. People 
have all sorts of excuses to make 
themselves doubt Hell. They say 
that there is no Hell; they say it 
ig just preacher-talk. They say, 


“Sin, and the Way Out 


“Why, God is too good to send 
people to Hell.” Of course He is 
too good to send people to Hell. 
He built a bridge across Hell in 
the tortured, blood-stained body 
of His only begotten Son. What 
else can He do for you? 


1. Sin Develops 

The second thing that sin does 
is that it develops. It grows, It 
sends out its roots and rootlets in 
every direction of our lives, of our 
innermost beings. It affects the 
mind, the heart, the blood, the 
physical make-up, the nervous 
setup. It takes control and takes 
over every detail of our lives. It 
affects us. It affects everything 
we touch. It affects everybody 
with whom we come in contact. It 
spreads out into our homes. Aye, 
indeed, sin develops. You give the 
devil an inch and he will take a 
mile. You give him a word and he 
will write a_book. You give him 
a second and he will make it a 
lifetime. Sin develops. 


2. Sin Defiles 

Sin defiles. It marks, mars, 
mutilates, muddies everything that 
is worthwhile. I remember read- 
ing a story. There was a father, 
a mother, a son, an only child. 
And, as often happens, the son 
was spoiled. He was used to hav- 
ing his own way. He began to 
make a great deal of money froni 
the start, after his college gradu- 
ation. He was a young genius. 
He began to throw his money 
away in every kind of sin. His 
mother doted on him. Every time 
the father started scolding, plead- 
ing with the boy, the mother 
would step in. The boy came 
reeling in at two and_e three 
o'clock every morning, mean 
looking, hard to get along with. 

One early morning, as he re- 
turned from a drunken .debauch, 
his father was waiting for him. 
“Son, I wish you would _ stop 
doing your awful way.” 

“Listen, Dad, if you don’t like 
the way I am doing, I can move. 
I can take care of myself. I am 
not spending your money. I have 
paid you back a long time ago. 
This is my money. I want to have 
a good time, It’s, none of your 
business anyway.” 

“Son, but you don’t know what 
you are doing to yourself. You 
don’t know what you are doing to 
us,” 


“Well, it’s my life. I can do 
anything I want to with it.” 


“Son, listen, I am going to 
show you what you are doing to 
us.” 

“How o” 

‘Son, Il am going to make a big 
heart out of wood. I am going to 
hang it up right here over the 
hall-tree. Every time you do 
something that makes mother and 
me sorry, that causes us to weep, 
I am going to drive a nail into 
that heart.” 


Sneering at his father, the half- 
drunk boy said, “You are going 
back to your childhood. See if 1 
care. Make a dozen hearts if you 
want to.” He stumbled up the 
stairway to his room. 

Days went past. One evening 
the boy, coming in from his work, 
looked up to see that big wooden 
heart, painted red, hanging over 
the hall-tree, almost even with 
the ceiling. There were two or 
three nails already driven into it. 
Sneering, muttering a curse, the 
boy went upstairs. A few days 
later he looked at the heart 
again. There were some more 
nails in it. The weeks went on 
into months. The boy did not 
improve, One day, coming home 
a little earlier than usual, stone 
sober, looking up he saw what 
had happenéd to the heart. Throw- 
ing his coat down on a chair, his 
hat after it, sitting down in an- 
other chair, he bowed his head 
in his hands and wept. The father 
came down stairs to see what 
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was keeping the boy. 

Putting his hand on the boy’s 
head, patting him softly, he said, 
“Son, what is the matter?” 

Looking 
face with tear-dimmed eyes, the 


up into his father’s 


lad said, “Dad, I’m just begirming 


to understand what I have done 
to you, to Mamma, to myself.” 


Looking up at that heart, the 
father also noticed that there 
wasn’t a single piece of wood 
visible, just nailheads, studded, 
steel nailheads. Smiling sorrow- 
fully, the father said, “Son, I'll 
tell you what we'll do. Everytime 


you do something right, we'll 
pull a nail out,” 

“Dad, she’s a bargain!” 

The boy started going to 


church, In a few weeks he was 
converted. He followed the Lord 
in baptism. One nail came out, 
then another, then another. The 
lad began to teach a Sunday 
school class. Another nail went 
out. One day the boy led one ot 
his buddies to Christ. Another 
nail came out. He bought a New 
Testament. Another nail came 
out. He stood up at prayer meet- 
ing to testify. That evening 4n- 
other nail came out. He took up 
the collection one Sunday mofrh- 
ing. Another nail came out, He 


began to sing in the choir. An- 


other nail came out. One morning 
he sang a solo. Another nail came 
out. After awhile there weren't 
any more nails left in that heart. 

Coming home one night about 
six o’clock from work, looking up 
at the heart, falling on his Knees, 
the boy began to cry again. cry 
hard, very hard. The _ father, 
hearing him, came out, “Son, 
what is the matter now?” 

“Look at that heart.” 

“Well, the nails have been out 
for a long time.” 

“Yes, but what 
holes?” asked the boy. 

Looking down at his son sadly, 
the old man said, “Son, not even 
God can change that.” 

Listen, my friends. Thank God, 
that is not altogether true. God 
can change most of it. True, He 
cannot change all of it. He cannot 
change the bitter memories that 
our sins leave us. Listen, 1 am 


about the 


@ Christian. 1 am saved. My sins 


are forgiven. I wish to high 
heaven I could forget them. One 
of these days I shall. When 1 
die, when I cross chilly Jordan, 
I believe in my very soul my sins 
will even be forgotten. God for- 
got them a long time ago. 

3. Sin Destroys 

The fourth thing that sin does 
is that it destroys. Not only does 
it deceive; not only does it de- 
velop; not only does it defile; but 
it destroys. “The wages of sin is 
death.” It destroys character. It 
destroys reputation. It destroys 
influence. It destroys life. It de- 
stroys love. It destroys wealth. 
It destroys chances of getting 
ahead. Finally, it destroys a soul 
in the torments of a devil’s Hell. 
When that destruction comes, it 
is between you and God. As a 
matter of fact, it is in the hands 
of God. The moment you die, the 
moment the breath departs from 
your nostrils, the moment the 
soul leaves the body, that very 
self-same moment, not even God 
can change your condition. 

As a matter of fact, there are 
two exigencies, two crises, two 
possible catastrophes that face 
every unsaved soul. One of them 
is, you may die in your sins. The 
second is, you may grieve away 
the Holy Spirit by resisting Christ 
until you: commit the unpardon- 


able sin and He stops. striving 
with you. Indeed, sin deceives. 
Indeed, sin develops. Indeed, sin 
defiles. Indeed, sin destroys. There 
is no escape from the destruction 
of sin. You cannot hide from God, 
You cannot hide from the death 
angel. You cannot hide from the 
judgment. You cannot hide from 
your record, You cannot hide from 
the torments of Hell. That is the 
wages of sin. 


I. A Cure for Sin—The 
Blood of Christ 

But, thank God, there is a cure 
for sin. Here it is. Listen to it 
very, very carefully. “The blood 
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth 
us from all sin.” Even though 
“the wages of sin is death,” “the 
gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Cnrist our, Lord.” The 
blood that Jesus spilt for our sins 
on the cross, the biood_ that 
flowed from Immanuel’s’ veins, 
the blood that spurted from the 
thorns in His forehead, the blood 
that flowed from the nails in His 
hands, in His feet, the blood that 
spouted out when the _ soldier 
drew back the spear he had 
driven into Christ’s side,—that 
blood, that water is the medicine 
that God applies to our souls for 
the cure of our sins, 


1. Ht Covers Our Sins 

First, that blood covers our 
sins. Listen! God said in the long 
ago to the Jews, and _ through 
the Jews to the world, in Leviti- 
cus 17:11: “The life of the flesh 
is in the blood: and I have given 
it to you upon the altar to make 
an atonement for your souls: for 
it is the blood that maketh an 
atonement for the soul.” How 
does it do it? I do not know. 
Thank God, I do not have to 
know. God says so. I believe it. 
That settles it. I rejoice in it. 
God has never broken any prom- 
ise that He has spoken. It is His 
promise that the blood of His 
Son covers our sin, 


2. it Cleanses Our Sins ., 

Second, the blood is the cure for 
our sins, not only because it cov- 
ers them, but because also it 
cleanses them. After we accept 
Christ as our personal Saviour, 
the flesh is still with us. The drag 
weight, the chain anchor of our 
bodies still would pull us down 
into the traps, the toils of Satan. 
But, thank God, the Lord has 
made a wonderful provision. Here 
it is. “If we walk in the light, 
as He is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and 
the blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanseths us from all sin, It 
we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. If we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.”’ 
Again I say, do not ask me how 
the blood cleanses our sins. I do 


not know. If anybody tells you 
that they fully know, they are 
not telling the truth. All I can 
say to you, and that is enough as 
far as God is concerned, and I 
plead with you that it may be 
enough as far as you are con- 
is that the promise of 
God is that if we confess’ our 
sins before conversion, after con- 
God in mercy forgives 
our sins, while the blood of God's 
lamb cleanses them away. 


3. The Blood Conquers 
Our Sins 

Third, the blood is the cure for 
sin, not only because it covers, 
not only because it cleanses, but 
because it conquers it. Do you 
remember that wonderful state- 
ment in Revelation 12:11, ‘They 
overcame him by the blood of the 
lamb, and by the word of their 
testimony’? They overcame him, 
overcame Satan, overcame sin, 
overcame everything the devil 
could send against them, by the 
blood of the lamb. How? The 
blood is an antidote against sin. 
We want to sin. The devil tempts 
us. We think of the price Jesus 
paid for our sins. It breaks our 
hearts. We turn to God, away 
from the devil. If you do not un- 
derstand what I am talking about, 
you are~not a Christian. Every 
Christian has had the experiences 
to which I refer. If you are not a 
Christian, if you doubt your sal- 
vation, oh, I beseech you, flee 
from the wrath to come! Close 
with the offer of God’s mercy. 
Accept Jesus Christ as your Sav- 
iour. You will then know how 
that blood-stained cross breaks 
your heart, melts your soul, stif- 
fens your will, so that you Can 
say, “No!” to the devil and, “Yes!” 
to God. 


The Blood Cure Is for You 

What more is there for me to 
say? Here is the lesson. Here is 
the story. Here is the record. 
Here is the revelation of God. It 
is unchangeable. It is universal. 
It is inescapable. The wages of 
sin—any kind of sin, every kind 
of sin, anybody’s sin, everybody's 
sii—the wages of sin is death. 
But, there is a cure for sin, even 
the blood of God’s only begotten 
Son. There is but one thing for 
you to do. There is but one thing 
for any of us to do. That one 
thing is to come, to claim, to keep 
on coming, to keep on claiming 
the shed blood which was spilt 
for us as well as for the rest of 
mankind. 


It was Sam Hadley who used 
(Continued on Page 5) 
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Sinful Praying 


¢Continued from Page }4) 


“The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much.” 
Prayer that gets things done 
comes not from just any kind of 
a person, but from a righteous 
man. Nothing happens when 
some people pray, much happens 
when others pray. The difference 
is that some can get the answer. 
They are on praying ground. Are 
you? Does God listen when you 
pray? Does He answer your pray- 
ers? Do you receive as you ask? 
Do you find as you seek? Do you 


have opened unto you as you 
knock? Are you on  0»praying 
ground? Husband and wife are 


to conduct themselves in such 
manner that their prayers are not 
hindered. (I Peter 3:7). In other 
words husband and wife are to 
have a prayer life together and 
get their prayers answered. Is 
that true in your home? In the 
days of old, churches came to- 
gether and prayed and received 
the answer. Is that true of your 
church? It needs to be true. Oh, 
how tragic is the sight of a church 
that does not get prayer an- 
swered, 
Revival Waits . 

Revival is delayed; wil] it ever 
come, while churches and homes 
are prayerless and powerless? 
How we need the breath of God. 
How we need revival! Souls are 
dying; our nation is plunging to 
Hell, Our homes are rotting and 
dying. Our children are becom- 
ing heathen. This generation is 
doomed to Hell unless Jesus comes 
Or revival sweeps our land. How 
long must we wait? Until God's 
backslidden, sinning, defeated, 
powerless people get on praying 
ground. Since the days of 
Moody, our land has been going 
away from God. We have had no 
general turning to God in our 
land in sixty years. Churches that 
preached the gospel once, now 
deny it; preachers who once said 
they beliéved the gospel, now deny 
it. Churches that once were on 
their faces before God, now have 


backs turned to God, A _ whole 
generation of people lives today, 
not knowing the God of power, the 
God of the Bible. Here and there 
we have a little taste of God's 
blessing, but on the whole our 
churches, our homes, our land, are 
going away from God and hope. 
Revival waits on the people of 
God getting on praying ground- - 
getting to the place God can hear 
@#nd answer prayer, I say to you 
that it is high time we— 
Examine Our Prayer Life 


Our trouble is not so much that 
we do not pray, but that we pray 
wrongfully, yea, sometimes sin- 
fully. Some would be better orf 
if they never went through the 
motions of prayer. We pray and 
expect nothing to happen and 
nothing does happen. We need to 
find out why our petitions are 
not granted. I say to you that we 
have not had revival because our 
praying has been sinful; much of 
it insults God. Much of it places 
the blame for the condition we are 
in on.God. Much of it makes God 
to be a monster who delights to 
torment His people. I say that 
the God of the Bible wants to 
bless. He wants to keep people 
out of Hell. He wants to do us 
good and not evil at all. He is 
not pleased that the world is go- 
ing its way without Christ. He 


‘is not pleased that churches can- 


not have great seasons of refresh- 
ing and witness a visitation of 
Holy Spirit power. He is not 
pleased that homes are being 
broken, churches dying. He is 
not pleased with Christians who 
can not win their own loved ones 
to Christ. I go from church to 
church. It is usually the same 
story. Few are soul winners; few 
are happy in service. Cities and 
towns are little influenced by 
churches and church people. Sure- 
ly we ought to honestly examine 
our prayer life. I, therefore, now 
present three suggestions about 
sinful praying. Will you earnest- 
ly search your own prayers in the 
light.of these suggestions and see 
how much of your praying is of 
such nature that God cannot even 
hear it, much less answer. In 
short, see how much of your pray- 


Sin, and the Way Out 


(Continued from Page 4) 


to tell this story numberless 
times. One night at the mission 
there in the Bowery, of which he 
was superintendent, a bum came 
reeling down the aisle. He was 
not drunk, just convicted of sin. 
He had been down to the purlieus 
of Hell. The bum Knelt at the 
mourner’s bench. Some of the 
personal workers knelt with him, 
but somehow he. could not pray 
through. After awhile the person- 
al workers scattered through the 
auditorium, Sam Hadley himself 
knelt by the side of the tramp. 


The crowd was gone, the chapel 
was empty. He prayed with the 
man. He read Scripture to him. 
He had the man read. The man 
confessed his sins the best he 
knew how. Somehow he _ just 
couldn't pray through to victory. 
It got on past midnight. Sam 
was tired. He said to the man, 
“Man, let me take you upstairs. 
You go to bed. We'll pray some 
more about it tomorrow.” 


“I want to be saved tonight,” 
said the man. “I cannot go on in 
my sins any more. I will stay 
here until I die, or until my sins 
are forgiven.” 


“Tf that’s the case,” said Sam, 
“we will stay right here until you 
pray it through.” 


They kept on talking, kept on 
praying, Sam kept on pleading. 
The clock turned to 2:00. Sam, 
reeling with fatigue, said to the 
man, “I’m sorry, fellow, but 1 
eannot stand this any more. I am 
about dead. I am going upstairs. 
If you want to go to bed, you go 
to the third floor, turn into the 
first room, take any bed you see 
there vacant. I will see you in the 
morning.” 

Sam went to his room. The next 
morning about 7:00, perhaps a 
little earlier, Sam came down into 
the chapel. He had forgotten 


about the man of the night before. 
These occasions were common. 
These cases were ordinary in his 
experience. As he walked toward 
the front of the chapel there was 
this tramp stretched out on his 
back as though he were _ dead. 
Sam, however, could see _ his 
breathing, the rise and fall of his 
chest. Bending over him, Sam 
shook him. Opening his eyes, the 
man, jumping to his feet, took 
hold of Sam’s body, began shak- 
ing him, doing a little jig step 
with him, crying, “I’m saved! I’m 
saved! Glory to God! It was all l 


could do to keep from waking. 


you up last night ard telling you 
that I was saved.” 

“How did it happen, 
asked»Sam, 

“Last night after you went to 
bed I stayed right here on my 
knees. I thought I woud die. l 
almost went crazy. The horror of 
Hell took hold of my soul. It was 
impossible. I thought I’d never 
live to get up from my knees. 
Right there in that horror of 
darkness I heard a voice saying 
the words that you preached on 
last night, “The blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
al] sin’.” 

“Well, what did you do?” 

“I took all I had done in the 
way of sin, all my sins, all I had 
done that I shouldn’t have done, 
all of my rotten self, all of my 
filthy corruption, bundled them 
up, put them in one mass, dropped 
them in the very heart of the 
blood of the cross. Sam, the blood 
washed them away!” : 

That is entirely true. That is 
what He did for me. That is what 
He will do for every other soul 
who will come to God by Christ. 
That is what He will do for you 
tonight, if now, right now, as the 
Spirit directs this message to 
your soul, you step out under the 
blood. God give you the grace to 
do it, for Jesus holy sake, Amen. 


man?” 


| dying sinners. 


ing is sinful These suggestions 
are: 


I. It Is Sinful to Pray 
Selfishly 

We sin when we pray selfish- 
ly. We sin against revival, we 
sin against Bible truth, we sin 
against God when we so pray. 
God only knows how large a pro- 
portion of our petitions are for 
selfish purposes and reasons. In 
James 4:3 we read, “Ye ask, and 
receive not, because ye ask amiss, 
that ye may consume it upon your 
lusts.” In other words we try to 
get God to do things for selfish 
reasons. As an Evangelist, I am 
constantly reminded of the temp- 
tation to pray selfishly. I am 
subject to pastors, I never go for 
a revival unless invited by some 
pastor. The temptation in my 
own ministry is to pray for God 
to give me a big meeting so that 
I will acquire a reputation and be 
in demand as an Evangelist. But 
God will not hear such praying. 
A church is tempted to pray for 
great blessing so that they can 
lord it over less successful church- 
es; but God will not hear such 
praying. Our prayers must be for 
God’s glory and He gets glory 
out of the salvation of poor lost 
If you will exam- 
ine carefully the Book of Num- 
bers, Chapters 22-24, you will ob- 
serve three things about Balaam 
and his prayer life. 


You will note that Balaam was 


a habitual prayer. It was his 
habit, his custom, to pray. Surely 
that is a good custom. Uhrist 
said, ““‘Men ought always to pray 
and not to faint.” Pau! __ said, 
“Pray without ceasing.” Samuel 


said, “God forbid that I should 
sin against the Lord by ceasing 
tv pray for you.” It is good to 
pray habitually, but that is not 
enough. Balaam prayed habitual- 
ly but God did not hear his pray- 
er. In the second place, you will 
note that Balaam prayed in secret, 
and that is good. A Christian is 
to have such faith that he will go 
alone and pray to God, believing 
that an unseen God delights to 
hear an answer prayer, but it is 
not enough to pray in secret.” Al- 
though Balaam prayed in secret, 


God did not hear hig prayer. In 
the third place, you will note that 
Balaam prayed all night. Surely 
that is good. Many present-day 
Christians have never prayed al) 
night. Many present-day Chris- 
tians never fast all day and ai) 
night, waiting upon God. They 
have no power, They don’t win 
souls; they don’t know what the 
joy of the Lord is. Our Lord 
prayed all night on many occa- 
sions, but most of us think we 
are better than Jesus. While he 
needed to pray sometimes al) 
night, we are content to let the 
world go to hell; sometimes to let 
our loved ones go to hell. We must 
have our rest. We don’t wish to 
be radical. It might be true that 
Jesus needed to pray all night, but 
not us. God pity our backslidden 
condition! It is good to pray all 
night - in the wee hours of the 
morning to wrestle with a prayer- 
hearing God; but that is _ not 
enough. Balaam prayed all night. 
but God did not hear his prayer. 
He prayed selfishly. He wanted 
God to answer his prayer so he 
could make money. His prayer 
was sinful. He showed his esti- 
mate of God was mighty low. He 
thought God would stoop to accept 
part of a bribe. Much of our 
present day praying is like that 
of Balaam. 


Oh, how God must grow weary 
of constantly hearing His people 
asking for blessings. We pray 
‘O God, bless our pastor’. Many 
times if God blessed our pastor, He 
would condone sin. We need to 
pray sometimes, ‘O God, chastise 
our pastor; break his heart; give 
him tears; give him boldness; give 
him concern for lost men and 
women.’ God wants to bless the 
pastors of our churches. He 
would bless them if he could. But 
we sin if we ask God’s blessing on 
our pastors, many of whom are 
backslidden, moral cowards, men 
pleasers, without backbone enough 
tc denounce sin. Or again the 
Lord has to listen to us praying, 
‘O God, bless our church.’ If we 
were honest when we prayed for 
God to bless our church, our 
prayer would run something like 
this: “Lord you know our mem- 


bers do not win souls to Christ; 
|Lord, you know they don’t even 
try; Lord you know many of them 
are living in known sin, and will not 
repent and confess; Lord, you know 
many of them spend more for 
pleasure than they do to get the 
gospel out; Lord you know many 
of them don’t like each other, 
some of them won't speak to one 
another. But Lord, you biess our 
church anyhow.’ When 
pray, we pray selfishly. We pray 
sinfully. We insult God. We 
think we can get God to ignore 
the open, unjudged sin in our 
church, but God will not hear such 
prayers. Or again, we pray, ‘Lord, 
bless ovr home. Lord, you know 
we don’t even have family prayer; 
some of us don’t take time to 
say Grace at meals; some of us 
don’t bring our children up in the 
nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. Some of us husbands don't 
love our wives as Christ loved the 
church; some of us wives don't 
obey our husbands. Some of us 
dress like the Paris courtesans 
and the Hollywood prostitutes, in- 
stead of like the Bible says, 
Christian women ought to adorn 
themselves, but Lord, You bless 
our home anyhow. Give my hus- 
band a good job, make our chilk- 
dren healthy, help us to accumu- 
Jjate a bank reserve and to be 
respectable church members. Lord, 
bless our home; we are not going 
tc make it a Christian home, but 
you bless it. anyhow.’ The Lord 
does not hear such prayers. I tell 
you God wants to bless His p°o- 
ple. He wants to make them a 
blessing to a lost and dying wor'd. 
We sin when we pray selfishly. 


Il. lt Is Sinful to Pray Be- 
eause You Ought To 


Prayer is a cry of a sincere 
heart - not the religious exercise 
of a devotee coming into the pres- 
enc of God from a sense of duty. 

(Continued or Page 6) 
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Me I Samuel 13:12 we have the 
gecord of Saul in this regard. He 
woke up one morning to find his 
@tmy completely surrounded by 
Yhe enemy. So he forced himselt 
to offer a burnt offering. He did 
mot want to get in touch with 
@od but he said ‘I guess I'd bet- 
ter pray.’ How like much of our 
praying today. We pray not be- 
eause we want to, not because we 
have some deep desire to come 
‘gmto God’s presence and tell Him 
ef our need, but because we are 
religious, and after all religious 
people ought to pray. Of course 
we do not expect anything to hap- 
pen because we pray and we are 
not disappointed when nothing 
happens. We have done our duty; 
we have been religious; we have 
gone through the motions, that is 
all 

You will be amazed when you 
get out to examine your prayer 
life with this in view. Suppose 
you tried this method in some 
other sphere of life. You would 
get exactly nowhere. And that 
is exactly where you get when 
eut of a sense of burdensome duty 
you make your prayers to your 
@ead God. After all, much of our 
praying is just to fill in a part of 
our devotions, our religious exer- 
eises, our form of ritual, and to 
take up time. We recognize that 
we ought to pray and so we do. On 
@ne occasion I went to a church 
to hold a revival campaign. In 
the first service on Sunday morn- 
fm, the pastor went through the 
m tions of prayer seven times be- 
fore the sermon, and always the 
ehoir sang the “Amen.” Of 
ecurse, the pastor, the choir, and 
the congregation didn’t expect God 
& do anything. It was just a part 
@i the religious ceremony. 

In one church where I visited a 
@unday morning service, I was 
@alled upon to lead in prayer. 
When I came to the conclusion of 
my prayer I made a terrible mis- 
bake. I said, “Amen.” It threw 

“the whole worship service out of 
kelter. I was not supposed to 
gay, Amen. I should have stopped 
and told God to stand by for fur- 
ther word. The choir was sup- 
posed to conclude the prayer. Of 
@eourse, God was not expected to 
Hsten to my praying, nor to the 
ehoir as it brought the prayer to 
a conclusion, The prayer was sim- 
ply another part of the religious 
ceremony. Nothing happened, no 
answer came from God because 
mone was expected; and so it is up 
and down the land. We read a 
passage from the Bible in our 
Family Altar Circle and then we 
pray. We are not disappointed if 
nothing happens; we didn’t expect 
anything to happen. We were 
fust being religious. We meet to- 
gether in prayer meetings in our 
churches, and we testify, and 
study a portion of the Bible, and 
then we spend a time in praver 
and then we all go home, not to 
eonfidently await the answer to 
eur prayers, but with a pious sense 
ef having done our duty. 

And so the wheels go around 
within the wheels. When the time 
comes for the special meetings or 
revival campaign to take place in 
eur church, we meet for prayer 
preceding the campaign and we 
pray around. We are not disap- 
pointed if revival does not come. 
In fact we do not really expect 
revival. We just say, well we 
@re_ going to have a revival cam- 
paign and we want to be religious 
and the Bible says we ought to 
pray, and so we pray. If you can 
keep from backsliding in one of 
these praying around prayer meet- 
ings, you are truly a wonder. Oh, 
how we sin by praying because we 
eught to! 

Down in Old Mexico I have seen 
Catholics by the thousands _stand- 
ing outside of their closed 
ehurches counting their beads and 
@aressing the crucifix, and mum- 
bling their prayers. They do not 
expect anything to happen. They 
a@re just saying their prayers. be- 
eause they ought to. Yonder in 
India, the people pay the priest 
money. He sets little windmills 
going around and around on the 
top of their temples of worship. 
Each time the windmill goes 
around the one 


pray. All over the country Ro- 
man Catholics, especially the 
priests and auns, will not go to 
bed at night until they have read 
their appointed quota of written 
prayers. They do it not ex- 
pecting results, but because they 
ought to pray. My friend, next 
time you get down to pray,. be 
honest with God. Say, “Now 
Lord, I know I am out of fellow- 
ship with you and I know I am 
not going to enjoy this religious 
exercise. I surely wish I didn’t 
have to be religious and pray now. 
I don’t believe you will do any- 
thing because I prayed. I don't 
expect revival to come; I don’t 
expect my loved ones to be saved; 
IT don’t expect my home to be set 
right, but Lord, the Bible teaches 
me that I ought to pray and so I 
am.” I tell you when we pray 
because we ought to, we sin! If 
we don’t have some great need or 
desire that only God can perform 
for us, we ought not to waste our 
time going through the religious 
motion of prayer. I tell you, 
prayer is asking for something 
from God and getting what you 
ask for. 

In his fine booklet, “Whose 
Father is God,” Evangelist A. D. 
Muse relates the following inci- 
dent: “One time in a women’s 
prayer meeting, I was speaking 
on Mark 11:24, “Therefore I say 
unto you, What things soever ye 
desire, when ye pray, believe that 
ye receive them, and ye shall have 
them.’ And I was driving up 
“Desire.” The wife of a very 
prominent lawyer and planter was 
present. That night she was not 
at church. Next morning she was 
not at church. That afternoon 
she was not at prayer meeting. 
After prayer meeting, I went over 
to the house. I rang the doorbell. 
She came to the door clad in ki- 
mono and house slippers. Her face 
showed much weeping. She said, 
“Oh, Mr. Muse, I came home from 
prayer meeting realizing I had 
never really ‘desired’ my  hus- 
band’s salvation. I have not eat- 
en or slept since. 
I can’t. Please come in and help 
me pray for my husband.” I 
said, “Where is your husband?” 
She said, “He is out in the barn.” 
I whirled and left her short off 
and went to the barn. Back at 
the end of the barn in a stall, I 
heard the most distressing moans. 
There was that great lawyer and 
big planter down on his knees, 
moaning and crying unto God. 
What made him cry and moan 
like that? The Holy Spirit! God 
was drawing him. I walked in, 
laid my hand on his shoulder and 
said, “Get up, my man.” He 
looked up and said, “Oh, Mr. Muse, 
so glad you have come; I have 
been trying to get saved all day. 
Please come pray for me and see 
if you can do me any good.” I 
said, “Get up, brother, and let me 
talk with you.” He got up. I be- 
gan reading, or having him read, 
“All we like sheep have’ gone 
astray; we have turned every one 
tc his own way; and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all” 
(Isa. 53:6). Then I turned to I 
Peter 2:24, “Who his own self 
bare our sins in his own body on 
the tree.” Then “Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, he that believeth 
or me hath everlasting life” (John 
6:47). He said, “But, Mr. Muse, I 
have always believed all that.” I 
said, “So have the devils, and 
they trembled, but they are no bet- 
ter devils.” Pointing to the con- 
crete sill across the door, I said, 
“Can that sill hold you up?” He 
said, “Certainly.” I said, “Is it 
doing it?” He said, “I am not 
on it.” I said, “Sit down on it.” 
He sat down on the sill. He did 
not believe a bit more. about it 
than he did before. He did not 
believe a bit stronger about it 
than he did before. He believed 
on it. I so said to him and then 
had him read, “He that believeth 
on me hath everlasting life,” and 


held my pen under on me, and 
waited for a moment. I said 
nothing and neither did he. He 


ripped out a shout I believe could 
have been heard a mile, had he 
been out in the open. ‘“‘Wonder- 
ful!” he exclaimed. The work was 
done. Conviction seized him some 
time that morning. The Holy 


who pays the 


Spirit began His work of drawing 


money has said a prayer. They | 
are being religious. They are 
praying because they ought to 


I don’t want to.. 


him some time that morning. He 
knew nothing about God’s way 
of saving a sinner, and he never 
could have been saved, I don't 
care how he cried and prayed, 
until he knew the how, and he 
never could have known the how 
until shown from the Word of 
God. The curse of much religious 
work is right here. But that same 
Holy Spirit sent me there to show 
him God’s way of saving a sinn®r, 
and to lead him to believe on 
Christ, who died for him. And that 
alone was salvation. Can a 
Christian pray for a sinner? Yes! 
That God’s Holy Spirit may seize 
him with conviction. Pray with 
a sinner when trying to lead him 
te Christ? Oftentimes, yes! That 
the Holy Spirit may enlighten him, 
and help him, enable him to see 
the truth and lay hold of the 
truth. But have the sinner pray? 
No! Don’t ever induce an unre- 
deemed sinner to exercise any 
right that belongs to the children 
of God. Never!” 

I say to you that a Christian can 
get his deep desire fulfilled. I say 
that a church can have a revival 
if that church desires it. 

Insulting God 

I charge that it igs an insult to 
God to pray and not to expect the 
answer. I say we insult God when 
we have a series of revival meet- 
ings without revival. I say we 
make God to be a monster who 
will not bless His pedvple if we 
keep on praying and nothing hap- 
pens. God is ready, yea God is 
anxious to grant revival, to an- 
swer prayer. But people who 
pray must believe that God hears 
prayer. They must come into His 
presence as redeemed children tell- 
ing the Heavenly Father their 
heart-felt desires, expecting that, 
as their hearts are right with Him 
and that as they can lift up holy 
hands in His presence, He will 
grant their petitions. 

An Illustration 

In one of our Southern states 
in a revival campaign, I was press- 
ing the need of fasting and prayer 
upon the people. I shall never for- 
get two women, both of whom 
had unsaved husbands. In one of 
the day services for Christians, I 
had made the statement that if 
a Christian wife had an unsaved 
husband, and she wanted to find 
out who was preventing his sal- 
vation, if she would go home and 
look in the mirror, she would see 
that person. One dear woman be- 
came highly offended; she got up 
in the meeting and protested. 
She said she knew that she was 
right with God and was not pre- 
venting the salvation of her hus- 
band. I pointed out to her the 
Scripture in I Peter 3, where it 
is plainly taught that a Chris- 
tian wife, if she will do what God 
says, can win her husband to 
Jesus. This woman ‘refused to lis- 
ten. Her husband never came to 
the meetings. Not only that, her 
husband insulted workers who 
came to their home. He was still 
unsaved when the meetings clos- 
ed, and is still unsaved now so far 
as I know. 

The other woman whose hus- 
band was lost was in the service 
and the statement broke her heart. 
She went home to take the Bible, 
and examine her life in the light 
of its teaching. We called a day 
of prayer and fasting. Her hus- 
band was a church member but 
very bitter and very hard against 
Christ. That night when we came 
together for the evening service, 
the husband came tothe front be- 
fore the sermon with the light of 
Heaven on his countenance, to tes- 
tify to the fact that the Spirit of 
God had seized upon him, broken 
his hard heart, and brought him 
to trust Christ as his Saviour. 
One woman kept on praying as a 
religious duty, but her husband 
was not saved. The other got 
down to business and brought a 
desire that would not take no 
for an answer, to Almighty God. 
Her husband was saved. I say 
to you, my friends, that when 
We quit praying. as a religious 
exercise, and bring to God our 
heart-felt desires, we too, can get 
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the answer. A revival will come 


to any church or to any Christian 
who sets out to do this very 
thing. . 


Ill. We Sin When We Pray as 
a Substitute for Repentance 

Just here is where earnestly 
invite any reader not to throw up 
his hands, but to honestly examine 
his prayer life. How much of your 
praying is a substitute for re- 
pentance? It is so much easier to 
go through the motions of prayer 
than it is to cease from your sin- 
ful practices. It is religious to 
pray but it is Christian to do the 
will of God. I solemnly charge 
that most of our praying is out- 
right sinful because we do vio- 
lence to God’s Word and bring 
insult to God when instead of do- 
ing what God has told us to do, 
we substitute pious praying. Pray- 
er is right and greatly used of 
God, but there are times when 
it is not time to pray, it is time 
to repent. The Christian life is a 
constant series of reperntings. No- 
where in the Bible is a lost sin- 
ner commanded to repent of his 
sins. That is merely reformation. 
The lost’ sinner is commanded to 
repent toward God, and to repent 
of his dead works. But all through 
the Bible, God cails his erring, 
sinning, redeemed people to cease 
from their sins, to confess and 
forsake their sins, to receive di- 
vinely appointed forgiveness and 
cleansing of their sins. It is dead 
certain that God does not hear the 
prayers of most of his people. Be- 
fore such people can get God to 
hear and answer their prayers, 
they must be brought up short to 
face the fact that a child of God 
out of fellowship with God can- 
not get his prayers answered. In 
all of the Bible there is but one 
thing mentioned that will mar 
the fellowship of a Holy God and 
His child. That one thing is 
sin. The Scripture says, “But if 
we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, and the biccd of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin. If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in uS.” (I 
John 1:7-8) 
Known Unconfessed Sin Prevents 

The Answer To Prayer 

Let me quote a few Scriptures 
in this regard. First notice the 
words in Psalm 66-18: “If I re- 
gard iniquity in my heart, the 
Lord wil not hear me.” Second, 
note the words in II Chronicles 
7:14 “If my people, which are 
called by my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek 
my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their 
sin, and will heal their land.” 
Third, read carefully Isaiah 59:1,2. 
All of these Scriptures speak of 
the same truth. Revival, refresh- 
ing and great blessings come to 
the church and to Christians of 
whom it cannot be said that their 
sins stand between them and an 
answer from a Holy God. I say 
to you, if you want your loved 
ones saved, if you want your home 
set in order, if you want your 
church revived, if you want your 
ministry made over, if you want 
your nation saved from heathen- 
ism, the divine order for God’s 
people always has been and is 
now, repentance and confession, 
and then prayer. But for a long 
time we have made it prayer in- 
stead of repentance and confes- 
sion, and our prayers have not 
even been heard, much less an- 
swered. It is certainly true that 
God will not hear a Christian who 
regards iniquity in his heart. That 
word iniquity means accumulated 
sin. That word regard means that 
when you get down to pray, your 
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unconfesed, unforsaken sin comes 
up before you. That must be got- 
ten out of the way if you ex- 
pect God to hear your prayer, Da- 
vid said, “My sin is ever before 
me” and the sins of God’s people 
today are not only ever before 
them as they seek to pray, but 
they are also ever between them 
and an answer from a miracle- 
working, prayer-answering God. 

Some Sins That Prevent Answered 

Prayer 

I cannot mention all the sins 
peculiar to God’s people of this 
day that must be repented of be- 
fore prayer is heard and an- 
swered, but I do mention three 
that seem to be most prominent 
and hurtful. 

First, being a friepd to God's 
enemies is one of the great sins 
of this age. So many of God’s 
people have decided the world 
after all is not unfriendly to God. 
Pleasure-loving Christians have 
deserted God and made up with 
His enemies. Christians every- 
where support institutions, relig- 
ious, political, and social, that are 
set on getting rid of God. Mod- 
ernistic preachers, corrupt places 
of pleasure, and churches and 
schools are supported by many 
Christians, the purpose of which 
preachers, places, and institutions 
is to prepare the world for Anti- 
christ. People who do so need not 
expect God to hear them when 
they pray. 

Second, the fact that many not 
only do not live holy lives, but do 
not even seek to do so, presents 
a terrible sin peculiar to the great 
mass of ~Christian people, God 
says, ‘Be ye holy, even as I am 
holy.’ That is a standard that is 
above us all. How we need to 
Strive after purity and follow af- 
ter holiness. God says, “Be ye 
therefore followers of God, as dear 
children; And walk in love, as 
Christ also hath loved us, and 
hath given himself for us an off- 


ering and a sacrifice to God for 


a Sweetsmelling savour. But forni- 
cation. and all uncleanness, or 
covetousness, let it not be once 
named among you, as becometh 
saints; Neither filthiness, nor 
foolish talking, nor jesting, which 
are not convenient: -but rather 
giving of thanks. For this ye 
know, that no whoremonger, nor 
unclean person, nor covetous man, 
who is an idolater, hath any in- 
heritance in the kingdom of Christ 
and of God. Let no man deceive 
you with vain words: for because 
of these things cometh the wrath 
of God upon the children of dis- 
obedience. Be not ye therefore 
partakers with them. For ye were 
sometimes darkness, but now 
are ye light in the Lord: walk 
as children of light: (For the 


| fruit of the Spirit is in all good- 
ness and righteousness and truth;) . 


Proving what is acceptable unto 
the Lord. And have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove them. 
For it is a shame even to speak 
of those things which are done 
of them in secret. But all things 
that are reproved are made mani- 
fest by the light: for whatsoever 
doth make manifest is _ light. 
Wherefore he saith, awake thou 
that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ shall give thee 
light. See then that ye walk cir- 
cumspectly, not as fools, but as 
wise, Redeeming the time, be- 
cause the days are evil. Where- 
(Continued on Page 7) 
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fore be ye not uwise, but under- 
standing what the will of the 
Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:1-17.) 
Again God says in Colossians 3: 
1-10 “If ye then be risen with 
Christ, seek those things which 
are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the.right hand of God. Set your 
affection on things above, not on 
things on the earth. For ye are 
dead, and your life is hid with 
Christ in God. When Christ, who 
is our life, shall appear, then shall 


ye also appear with Him in 
glory. Mortify therefore your 
members which are upon the 


earth; fornication, uncleanness, in- 
ordinate. affection, evil concupis- 
eence, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry: For which things’. sake 
the wrath of God cometh on the 
children of disobedience: In the 
which ye also walked some time 
when ye lived in them. But now 
ye also put off all these; anger, 
wrathg malice, blasphemy, filthy 
communication out of your mouth, 
Lie not one to another, seeing that 
ye have put off the old man with 
his deeds; And have put on the 
new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of 
him that createg him.” I tell you 
we are commanded, we are en- 
treated to live holy lives. Not to 
do so is to shut up heaven. Bless- 
ing will not come. Let such a 
Christian remember that  obe- 
dience comes before prayer. Get 
right with God and then pray and 
see Him act, 


Third, the sin of sins peculiar 
to most Christians is the sin of 
not winning souls. Note Matthew 
4:19: Then read John 17:18, “As 
thou hast sent me into the world, 
even so have I also sent them 
into the world.” Then note John 
20:21 “Then said Jesus to them 
again, Peace be unto you: As my 
Father hath sent me, even s0 
send I you.” Now read Matthew 
28:19, 20. “Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them 
im the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Teaching them to observe aill 
things whatsoever I have com- 
manded -you: and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of 
the world.” We are little saviours; 
we are to do what Jesus did. He 
eame to ‘seek and to save that 
which was lost.’ We are to invest 
our lives in the same business. He 
gives us two precious promises: 
(1) If we will follow Him we will 
win souls. Matt. 4:19. (2) We can 
win souls, no matter what hap- 
pens, until the end of the age. 
Matt. 28:20. Christian, you are 
commanded by your Lord not to 
try to win souls, but to wim them, 
wntil Jesus comes. 


Now the plain truth is that the 
one thing most Christians do not 
do is to win souls. It is a ter- 
rible sin. No other sin can com- 
pare with it in its awful black- 
ness. I beg you, you who read 
these lines, ponder the searching 
indictment. You had best cut out 
your praying and go to doing 
what Jesus said for you to do. 
He wih not hear .your prayers 
while you are not busy about the 
job He assigned you to do. I 
solemnly charge that most of our 
praying is not heard because the 
awful sin of disobedience to the 
marching orders of our Lord 
stands between us and answered 
prayer. God will listen to the 
prayers of an obedient Christian. 
Doeg He listen to you? Preachers, 
ehurches, homes, Christians, I 
charge you to quit expecting God 
to listen to your prayers, until 
you about face and set about do- 
ing God's will im your life. Any 
preacher who does not win souls 
had better repent of this awful 
gim. Praying as a substitute for 
wepentance here is a sin. Any 
ehurch that does not win souls had 
better repent of this awful sin. 
Praying as a substitute for re- 


pentance here is a sin. Any Chris-— 


Saw @ church revived. But before 


better repent of this awful sin. 
Praying as a substitute for re- 
pentance here is a sin. 
Much Easier To Pray Than To 
Obey 
How tragic but true! It is easy 
to be religious and spend some 
time saying our prayers without 
asking for much and with no 
sense Of expectancy as to the 
answer, but it takes blood, and 
sweat, and tears and backbone, 
and love for Jesus and souls to 
be obedient in this matter. But, 
oh, the precious results of com- 
ing to God as a willing, obedient, 
working child and asking His 
blessing on the seéd sown and 
the tears shed. Here is the path 
to revival. I have seen it traveled 
in many places. It always gets 
the job done. 
Let me dip in my own experi- 
ence and for your encouragement 
recite a few instances where 
churches and individuals have re- 
pented of their sins and then have 
seen the answer to prayer. I give 
first an experience in which I 


I mention this experience, may I 
Say that it is not true that 
churches cannot have _ revivals 
these days. I have seen it happen 
time after time. As I write these 
lines, I am in the closing week of 
a real stirring of souls in a church, 
that according to the pastor, had 
not had a revival in at least nine 
years. While I see no signs of 
world-wide awakening, I dare to 
affirm that any church can have 
a revival. Again let me say that 
God does not have to have a lot 
of people in a single church, get 
right with God, in order for Him 
to give revival. The vast ma- 
jority of church members will 
never get right with God, but if 
a few will, the windows of Heav- 
en will be opened and refreshing 
from the Lord will come. Would 
God, some who read these lines 
would be among the few who will 
join the ranks in the front trenches 
and go to war for our King. 

A Church Made Over 
Some years ago, Isaw a church 
completely revolutionized when 
they ceased substituting prayer 
for repentance. I remember that 
the beloved pastor wrote me a let- 
ter and described the condition of 
the church. It was a large church 
with much carnality andopen sin 
in the lives of the members. The 
pastor asked if I would come and 
preach to his church. He did not 
believe we could expect a great 
ingathering of souls, but he did 
hope the meeting might result 
in many of his members repent- 
ing of their sins. 

I remember that I arrived at 
the place where the meeting was 
to be held on Saturday. They told 
me that they had been holding cot- 
tage prayer meetings each night 
of the week preceding the re- 
vival. They had had some fifty 
of these prayer metings. I at- 
tended one of them on Saturday 
night. The people all got down 
on their knees in a circle and 
prayed around. They prayed about 
like the usual brand of praying 
in such a meeting. They told 
God they wanted Him to bless and 
save souls. There were deacons, 
Sunday School teachers, and 
church officials present in that 
meeting. Not a word was said 
about. the awful condition of their 
church. I suppose they thought 
that God did not know about it 
and that He would bless if they 
prayed, in spite of the fact that 
there was known, open sin in the 
lives of the church members. For 
the first week I preached on God's 
judgment of His people's sins. 

I think I never encountered 
quite. s0 much opposition. One 
man was stricken blind and did 
not see again until he repented 
and publicly confessed his sin. He 
was a high officia] in the church. 
Many miraculous things took 
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place in that campaign. On the 
second Sunday morning, after a 
week of heart-searching preach- 
ing, when the people were gnash- 
ing their teeth as I called atten- 
tion to their sins, the best we- 
man in “he church walked the 
aisle without any invitation, to 
ask God’s people to forgive her of 
her awful sinful life. She con- 
fessed that she had not won souls 
to Christ, that she had not been 
able to get an answer to her 
prayers, and then she told of 
some more of her sins. Then the 
pastor confessed his sins. They 
had been trying to fire him, and 
he had let the opposition quench 
his spirit. Instead of praying to 
God for grace and boldness to win 
the battle there, he had been 


other church. And then a young 
girl in the back of the auditorium, 
the leader of the young people, be- 
gan to sob, came to the front, 
confessed her sins. Then she told 
the young people they were guilty 
with her. Then came a deacon 
who had been fighting the pastor, 
put his arms around the pastor, 
and asked his forgiveness. And 
then what a blessed sight I saw! 
The whole church became the 
scene of a great payer meeting. 
People confessed their sins all over 
the building without waiting on 
each other. 

A great number of lost souls 
were saved in that campaign. I 
never had to give an invitation. 
They always came sobbing down 
the aisle before I could give an 
invitation.. That church today is 
one of the greatest soul winning 
churches in the world. Your church 
may be likewise if a few people 
will quit substituting prayer for 
repentance, will get right with 
God, and then God will hear as 
they pray. One service where God 
is able to work will do more for 
the average backslidden church 
than anything I know. How I wish 
churches everywhere wouldg quit 
expecting God to bless their sin 
and get on praying ground. 

Christians Transformed 

Thank God, I have seen many 
Christians transformed into soul 
winners; people with power with 
God and influence with men. When 
they have ceased _ substituting 
prayer for repentance, and having 
become obedient, have thus been 
able to come into God’s presence 
and say, “Lord, I have done what 
you told me to do; now, Lord, 
bless the seeq I have sown.” God 
always does so. I have seen women 
with unsaved husband set out to 
do what the Bible says a Chris- 
tian woman with an unsaved hus- 
band: should do, and I have then 
seen their husband saved. I have 
seen fathers and mothers who spent 
a lot of time praying for God to 
save their children and God did 
nothing about it. I have seen those 
same fathers and mothers quit 
praying and set out to bring their 


praying for God to give him an-_ 
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children up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, teaching 
them the Scriptures, which are 
able to make them wise unto sal- 
vation. Then when they came to 
God and said, “Lord, we are teach- 
ing our children like you said,” 
I have seen God answer their 
prayers and save their children. 
I remind you it is much easier to 
go through the motions of pray- 
er than it is to teach your chil- 
dren the Word of God like God 
said. I charge you it ig much 
easier to Say your prayers than 
it is to live a holy life. I solemn- 
ly charge you that is much easier 
to go alone and say your prayers 
to God than it is open your mouth 
and stand up for Jesus where it 
is not popular to do so. But I 
tell you, the church, the pastor, 
the wife, the father and mother 
néed not expect God to do things 
for them simply because they ask 
Him to. There must first be obe- 
dience, and then prayer. It is sin- 
ful to pray when you ought to re- 
pent. Sin must be judged in the 
church, in the home, and in the 
individual life. God will hear the 
cry of an obedient child of His 
who is about the business of do- 
ing the will of God, ag outlined 
by our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Conclusion 
And now as I bring this mess- 
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age to a close, I charge you again 
to examine your prayer life. Under 
God we must get to the place 
where a God who wants to, will be 
able to hear and answer prayer. 
Study your prayer life; examine 
it; be harsh with it. Don’t be 
satisfied just to go through the 
motions. Our churches, our homes, 
our lives need the breath of God 
to take out of our praying that 
which is selfish, that which we 
offer as a matter of duty. Above 
all avail yourself of I John 1:9 
“If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” Don’t let the 
sun go down on the day’s sin with- 
out judging them and forsaking 
them. God hears the cry of im- 
perfect people, but of imperfect 
people who come daily before the 
Heavenly Father for cleansing and 
forgiveness. Set out to get your 
prayers answered. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, August 23, 1046 


The Kind of Preaching 
We Need 


(Continued from Page 1) 


the blood of Christ. In Galatians 
1:6-9 is this apostolic declaration, 
in the inspired Word of God: “I 
marvel that ye are so s0on re- 
moved from him that called you 
into the grace of Christ unto an- 
Which 


there be some that 
and would pervert 


the gospel of Christ. But though 
we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you 
than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed. As, 
we said before, so say [ now 
again, If any man preach any 
other gospel unto you than that 
ye have received, let him be ac- 
cursed.” 


other gospel: is mot an- 


other; but 
trouble you, 


Even if an angel from Heaven 
should preach any other gospel 
let him be accursed! Even if Paul 
the apostle himself should’ come 
and preach another gospel, let 
him be accursed! And again the 
curse is pronounced, “As we said 
before, so say I now again, If any 
man preach any other gospel unto 
yvu than the ye have received, let 
ham be accursed.” 

Any man who preaches saiva- 
tion by character is a condemned 
lost sinner with the curse of Al- 
mighty God upon him! Any man 
who preaches a so-called “social 
gospel” which is no gospel at all, 
“let him be accursed,” let him be 
damned. He is a doomed, Christ- 
rejecting sinner. He is not even a 
Christian and he has no right to 
preach. He is a blind leader of the 
blind. He is a wolf in sheep's 
clothing, Jesus Christ Himself be- 
ing witness. To men like him 
Jesus saidp “Ye serpents, ye gen- 
eration of vipers, how can ye 
escape the damnation of Mheil?’’ 
(Matt. 23:33). 


~_—_.__.. ._. An II John, verses 9 to 11, is 


another plain command of God 
about those who do not bring the 
true gospel or the true doctrine 
of salvation by Christ. “Whoso- 
ever transgresseth, and abideth 
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath 
not God, He that abideth im the 
doctrine of Christ, he hath both 
the Father and the Son. [If there 
come any unto you, and bring not 
this doctrine, receive him not in- 
to your house, neither bid him 
God speed: For he that biddeth 
him God speed is partaker of his 
evil deeds.” 

Again we are told that anybody 
who does not stand jtrue to this 
doctrine that Christ Himself, 
God's Son, is come in the flesh 
to save people, that He died and 
rose again—anyone who does not 
receive that. doctrine does not 
have God. He is not a Christian. 
He is a Hell-bound, wicked sin- 
mer. The curse of God is’ upon 
him. No Christian should ever go 
to hear any such man preach. 
No Christian should ever give a 
penny to his support. Such a man 
should not even be entertained 
in your home. You should never 
bid him Godspeed. To . support 
him, to lend your encouragement, 
to give him fellowship, is to he a 
partaker of his wicked deeds .in 
daming souls by denying the true 
gospel, 

These Scriptures are not talk- 
ing about some detail of second- 
ary importance but about the: doc- 
trine that Christ Himself is come 
im the flesh (II John 8) and that 
Christ died for our sins and rose 
gain for our justification. We 
are not to refuse fellowship with 
people who may be wrong, per- 
haps on baptism, or on the form 
ef church government. But on the 
essentials of the gospel itself we 
are required to make a division. 
No Christian should ever support 
or encourage or receive to his 
home a modernist preacher, one 
who does not believe the Bible 
and who has not trusted in the 
Christ of the Bible, the virgin- 
born Son of God who died for our 
gins and rose bodily from the grave 
and ascended to Heaven and is 
coming again. One who does not 


believe this gospel is not a Chris- 


tian and is not fit to preach, 


In every church in the land 
where there are sincere Christ- 
ians they should immediately oust 
any preacher who does not preach 
the gospel of salvation by the 
blood. If they cannot oust the 
preacher, they should themselves 
leave and never give another pen- 
ny to the support of such a church 
and such a modernist, unbelieving 
infidel, 


The first essential thing about 
preaching is that it is to be gospel 
preaching, true_to the blood, true 
to the Bible teaching of salvation 
by faith in Christ who died An 
atoning death and rose from the 
grave to be our Saviour. Oh, be- 
loved preachers, preach Christ 
and His Blood and His salvation 
freely offered to dying sinners! 


Il. We Need Preaching of the 
Word of God, the Bible! 
We need Bible preaching! A 

slanderous and unScriptural book 

against evangelism by a seminary 
president says that evangelists 
ought t@ preach nothing but the 
simple gospel of how to be saved. 

But when Paul wrote to Timothy 

telling him to “do the work of an 

evangelist,” he gave him a sol- 
emn charge to preach all the 

Word of God. “I charge’ thee 

therefore before God, and the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who — shal! 


judge the quick and the dead at 
his appearing and his kingdom; 


Preach the word: be instant in | 


season, out of season; reprove, re- 
buke, exhort with all longsuffer- 
ing and doctrine” (II Tim, 4:1-2). 
That is in the same passage where 
Paul commands Timothy to do 
the work of an evangelist. The 
evangelist as well as the pastor 
is to “Preach the word.” The 
foreign missionary is to “Preach 
the word.” . 


You see that the gospel of sal- 
vation is not all of the Bible. The 
Bible has other things besides 
the plan of salvation. The Ten 
Commandments are not in the 
plan of salvation. The sermon on 
the Mount is beautiful and good 


and it ought to be preached, but! 
it is not the plan of salvation 
by the blood of Christ. First Cor- 
inthians 13, the love chapter, 
teaching brotherly charity, is «in 
the Bible; but it is not the plan 
of salvation. A preacher should 
preach the whole Word of God. 
His preaching should be _ Bible 
preaching. 


A Bible preacher is to preach 
the Word. He is to reprove with 
the Word of God. He is to rebuke 
with the Word of God. He is to 
“exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine” (teaching); that is, his 
exhortation should be on a Bible 
basis, and made in Bible terms 
and backed up by § Scriptures 
quoted or read. Preaching should 
Start with a Bible text or passage 
and expound that text or passage. 
Preaching should make clear the 
meaning of the Scriptures. Points 
made should be proven by the 
Scriptures and _ illustrated by 
Scriptural examples. There is 
room for logic, there is room for 
illustrations; 


must be pre-eminent in preaching. 
This morning I have before me 
a sermon submitted by an emi- 
nent and greatly used man of God 
for publication in THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD. But I Cannot 
publish it as it is. It starts off 
without a Scripture as a text, It 
is not based upon any Bible pas- 
sage. Later it uses two Scriptures 
to prove a point or two and there 
is mention made of three or four 
other Scriptures, phrases from 
the Scriptures. But it is not a 

ble sermon. It is true and good. 
But the theme itself was not 
found in a Scripture and the out- 
line was not found in the Scrip- 
ture. It is not a Bible exposition, 
It has some Scriptures in it but 
it is not a Bible sermM in the 
sense that #t is founded directly 
and obviously on the Word of 
God, 


but these are sec-} 
rondary. The Word of God itself 


I believe that some preaching 


ought to be topical 
that is, preaching on a subject. 
But case the subject 
ought to be found in the Scripture 


preaching, 


in such a 


and then the points the preacher 
makes under that subjéct ought 
to be proven, every one, from the 
Scripture itself. 

A beautiful Bible 


preaching is found in Nehemiah, 


example of 


chapter 8. There all the people 
the 


street that was before the water 
gate and Ezra the scribe brought 
the law of Moses. There Ezra 
stood upon a pulpit of wood and 
opened the Book in the sight of 
all the people. Then a number of 
odly preachers helped to explain 
the Scriptures. “So they read in 
the book in the law of God dis- 
tinctly, and gave the sense, and 
caustd them to understand the 
reading” (Neh. 8:8). That was 
Bible preaching. They read the 
Word of God and explained the 
sense and caused the people to 
understand the meaning. And it 
was not dry-as-dust preaching 
either. For the people were so 
moved upon that they mourned 
and wept and repented of their 
sins. 


were gathered together in 


At Pentecost we have a great 
example of Bible preaching. Peter 
stood up before the people and 


quoted five verses from the sec-| 


ond chapter of Joel and preached 
a marvelous sermon on the pour- 
ing out of the Holy Spirit and the 
plan of salvation. Read that story 
in Acts 2:14-39, and then remem- 
ber that “with many other words 
did he testify and exhort.” And 
in the brief part of the sermon 
which is given there is also a 
clear exposfion of Psalm 16:8-10. 
Peter started with Scripture and 
expounded that Scripture and 
other Scriptures, and added fer- 
vent exhortation and explanation. 

Read the fifth chapter of Mat- 
thew, part of the Sermon on the 
Mount, There surely you will be 
impressed with the preaching of 
Jesus, that He again and again 
took an Old Testament Scripture 
and expounded the deeper mean- 
ing, more than was apparent, on 
the surface. Do not be misled by 
the teaching of infidels and mod- 
ernists that Jesus was doing away 


with the law. He plainly said, ‘1 


am not come to destroy the law 
but to fulfill it.’ He plainly said 
that not one jot or title should 
pass away until all should be 
fulfilled. But in each case He 
used the Scripture and explained 
the deeper meaning of the Scrip- 
tures. 


So, preacher, start with the 
Scripture, Find the theme, the 
real subjeet itself, in the Scrip- 
ture. Find the outline in the 


Scripture, or if the outline itsell 
is just fogically deduced, then 
find Scriptures to back up every 
statement and quote them, Use 
many Scriptures to make clear 
the point and use Bible illustra- 
tions wherever possible. There is 
living power in the Word of God. 
The Scripture itself brings con- 
viction to people who are not 
convicted, brings light to people 
in darkness, brings salvation to 
those who are lost. We need Bible 
preaching. 

Ill. We Need Preaching 

Against Sin 

Bible preaching would *neces- 

sarily be preaching against sin. 


Paul commanded Timothy, 
“Preach the word reprove, 
rebuke, .exhort with all longsuf- 


fering and doctrine.” There has 
to be Scriptural rebuke and re- 
proof for sin if it be true Bible 
preaching, preaching like that ot 
the great men of God in_ the 
Bible. | 


Consider the preaching of the 
prophet Isaiah. In the first chap- 
ter of his propnecy is eloquent 
and beautiful yet startling preach- 
ing against sin. With burning 
words, with bold = enslaught, 
Isaiah reminds the people of their 
desolate country, their cities 
burned with fire, the land de- 
voured by strangers, the nation 
stricken and sore and wounded, 
He denounces their hypocritical 
sacrifices and says that God de- 
Spises their oblations, their in- 


cense, their holy days and feasts. 
He says that God will hide His 
éyes and will their 
prayers because their hands are 
full of blood, In that one chapter 
he denounces them for oppression 


not hear 


of the poor, for their rebellion 
against God, for their spiritual 
harlotry. He says that their 


princes run with thieves, that ev-. 


eryone looks for bribes, that 
leaders do not give honest pro- 
tection to widows and orphans. 
And that is only one example 
from many in the preaching of 
Isaiah. He preached against def- 
inite sins, 

When Nathan the prophet came 
before David he gave a thrilling 
example of a God-called and God- 
anointed preacher preaching 
against sin. Before him wa King 
David in his robes, with the power 
of life and death over every sub- 
ject. Yet Nathan boldly preached 
him a sermon, using a parable to 
show the wickedness of David's 
Sin. Then when the anger of 
David was aroused against the 
hypothetical rich man who had 
taken his neighbor’s little ewe 
lamb, Nathan with crushing and 
powerful effect pointed his fin- 
ger in the face of King David 
and said, “Thou art the man!” 
(II Sam, 12:7), and showed him 
the horrible sin which he had 
committeed in taking Bath-sheba, 
the wife of Uriah and murdering 
Uriah. It was a tense moment. 
Nathan might have lost his life. 
But he stood up for God and 
openly denounced sin. God: give 
us more Nathans today in the 
pulpit, as well as in private con- 
versations! 

How painfully sharp, how point- 
ed and untactful was the preach- 
ing of John the Baptist! “O gen- 
eration of vipers, who _—ihath 
warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? Bring forth there- 
fore fruits meet for repentence” 
(Matt. 3:7-8). Then he. warned 
leading Jews that they could not 
be saved just because they were 
children of Abraham and that 
they were likely to be hewn down 
like fruitless trees to be cast 
into the fire of Hell. And the 
preaching of John the Baptist was 
just as bold when he faced Herod 
the king and told him plainly 
that he had no right to take his 
brother’s wife (Matt. 14:3-4). 
The preachers today who plead 
that they must preach only “a 
positive message,” that preaching 
against sin is a “negative mes- 
sage,” certainly do not follow the 
pattern of this great man of God, 
one of the greatest ever born of 
women, as Jesus said. John the 
Baptist preached against _ sin, 
against particular sins. And he 
did it boldly. He hurt people's 
feelings, he made people angry, 
he caused a disturbance. But he 
was faithful to.God and to the 
Bible. 

Oh, preachers, witness’ the 
preaching of Stephen! That day 
he had on his coronation robes! 
I think he must have whispered 
sweetly in his own heart, “O Lord 
Jesus! Today I will see Thy face! 
Today is the day of my martyr- 
dom and of my crowning and of 
my glory!” The seventh chapter 
of Acts tells the story. What an 
rarray of Scriptures Stephen re- 
called and summarized in telling 
the history of how Israel had re- 
jected the prophets of God and 
resisted the Spirit. What a Scrip- 
tural sermon! And the thrilling 
narrative mounted to its climax 
and the people stood spellbound 
when Stephen | suddenly turned 
upon them with the fire of God 
in his eyes and in his voice and 
said, “Ye stiffnecked and uncir- 
cumcised in heart and ears, ye 
do alway resist the Haly Ghost: 
as your fathers did so do ye. 
Which of the prophets have not 
your fathers persecuted? and 
they have slain them which 
shewed before of the coming of 
the Just One; of whom ye have 
been now the betrayers and mur- 
derers: Who have received the 
law by the disposition of angels, 
and have not kept it” (Acts 
7:51-53). 

‘“‘Murderers”! “Betrayers”! "’Per- 
secutors”! “Stiffnecked and un- 
circumcised in: heart and ears’! 
“Ye do always resist the Holy 


Ghost”! That is Bible preaching 
against sin! 


It is true that it brought the 


wrath of the crowd upon Stephen. 
It is true that he was beaten into 


a bloody mass, stoned dead in 
their anger. But .he went home 
to Heaven that day and Jesus 
who usually sits on the right- 
hand of the Father rose to receive 
him! (Cf. Rev. 3:21, Acts 7:56). 
Oh, to go to Heaven like Stephen 
did! Oh, to go with lips purified 
by bold preaching in Christ's 
name, preaching against sin, 
preaching in the power of the 
Holy Ghost! 

How Jesus preached against 
sin! He preached against covet- 
ousness, He preached against un- 
belief, He preache dagainst adul- 
ery, or even looking on a woman 
to lust after her. He preached 
against grudges and said that if 
men did not forgive neither would 


the Father in Heaven forgive 
them. He said to the Pharisees 
and scribes, “Ye are of your 


father the devil, and the lusts of 
your father ye will do.” He told 
the religious leaders who were 
impenitent that they had been 
granted the use of God’s vine- 
yard, the leadership over His 
people, but that they would be 
cast out and the vineyard rented 
to others. Men hated Jesus be- 
cause He preached against sin. 
God forgive us preachers who 
never anger anybody by preach- 
ing like Jesus! 

Some preachers try to preach | 
on love, but never preach against | 
sin. The Lord Jesus loved men, 
ioved sinners enough to die for) 
them, but how he hated sin! Re- 
member when He made a whip, 
drove the traders from the temple, 
overturned the tables of the! 
money changers, scattered the 
money on the stone floor! Preach- 
ing Ought sometimes to be like 
that. With holy boldness preach- 
ers ought to hate sin and expose 
sin, 

How sharply Paul the apostle 
preached against sin. On his first 
missionary journey Paul and 
Barnabas came to Paphos, When 
Elymas the sorcerer withstood 
them and tried to keep Sergius 
Paulus, the deputy ruler of the 
country from being saved, Paul 
faced him filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and said, “O full of al 
subtilty and all mischief, thou 
child of the devil, thou@enemy of 
all righteosuness, wilt thou not 
cease to pervert the right ways 
of the Lord” (Acts 13:10). And 
the hand of God came on him as 
Paul by faith foretold and the 
man was blind for a season for 
his sins and the deputy was won- 
derfully saved, 

Young preacher, do not be 
taken in by the sophistry of the 
time-serving preachers who do 
not preach against sin. Do not 
be influenced by denominational 
leaders who fear you will cause a 
disturbance in your ehurech, Do 
not be too much moved by the 
pleadings of your wife who is 
afraid that you will have your 
salary lowered or that you will 
be out of a job with no place to 
go. Be faithful to Christ and 
Christ will be faithful to you. 
“Them that honour me I will hon- 
our,” is the promise of God 
(I Sam, 2:30). It is true that a 
preacher ought not to be a cow- 
ard, to say in the pulpit what he 
dare not say to an indivicua] who 
needs it. It is true that preachers 
ought to preach with love and 
compassion and tears. But that 
does not change the fact that 
we are plainly commanded to re- 
buke and reprove, that we are 
to preach the Word about par- 
ticular sins. The preacher who 
never has a word to say against 
drunkenness and adultery and 
lewedness and covetousness and 
biasphemy is a dumb. dog who 
cannot bark. He is a Balaam 
preaching for profit. He is fallen 
into the snare of the fear of man. 
We need preaching against sin, 
against particular sins. 

(Next week another article by- 
the editor on THE KIND OF 
PREACHING WE NEED witli be 
published, showing that we need 
preaching of Hell and. judgment, 
preaching demanding repentance, 


preaching demanding immediate 
decision for Christ.) 


